
In 1992, a £11.7 million investment created 
40 jobs. In 1996, the Duke of Kent opened 
a new electron beam sterilisation facility, 
followed by £17.5 million in funding to produce 
thermometers, creating 73 jobs. Sherwood 
was named among Northern Ireland’s Top 100 
companies in 1998 after Tyco’s 1997 acquisition. 
In 2002, Tyco supplied 60 million single-use 
syringes to UNICEF to help prevent disease in 
developing countries.

The end of an era
1990s

Sherwoods Sports and Social Club
The employees of Sherwood Medical ran a successful Sports and Social 
Club within the factory. They donated to various charities over the years, 
including the local Scanner Appeal Fund, Heartbeat, the Roddens Care 
Home and Northern Ireland Chest Heart and Stroke Association. They also 
organised the Christmas Dinner Dance held in Portrush, as well as the 
annual Christmas party for employee’s children in the factory canteen. Tyco Tool Room and Maintenance staff, 2008.

Courtesy of Ballymoney Museum.

Sherwood Men’s football team.
Courtesy of Coleraine Chronicle & Constitution Archive.

Sherwood staff taking part in the Portrush Raft race with their handmade raft, sponsored by Monoject. 
Courtesy of Ballymoney Museum.

Sherwood staff members taking part in the Ballymoney Mayor’s Show float parade.
Courtesy of Ballymoney Museum.

In March 2006 30 staff were made redundant, 
due to a reduction in orders. A year later in 
August 2007 the remaining 260 staff were 
given redundancy notices. The factory closed 
in February 2009, as new owner Covidien 
consolidated operations in the USA. 

2000s

Jennifer Thompson
Courtesy of Corey Simpson, circa 1980.

Marlene Wright
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Sylvia McKay
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Iris Cushahan
Courtesy of Ballymoney Museum 1976

Sylvia McAuley
Courtesy of Coleraine Chronicle & Constitution 

Archive 1973.

Miss Sherwood
Social activities included the 
popular Miss Sherwood beauty 
contest, held every year during 
the week of September and 
judged by local celebrities.

The factory also had a Football Club and played in the local 
Coleraine and District Morning Division Two. The team was 
sponsored by local company McAuley Kitchens and supported 
many local charities including Sandleford Special School. In 1996 
a very successful ladies Sherwood Davis and Geck football team 
was formed having won nine of the matches they played. 

Sherwoods ladies football team, 1997. 
Courtesy of Donna Mullaghan.

 


