
Sherwood Medical Industries Ltd factory, Ballymoney, 1972.
Courtesy of Coleraine Chronicle & Constitution Archive.

Sherwood Medical Industries based in St Louis, USA 
selected their first European factory to be built in 
Ballymoney. When the factory opened in October 
1966 it was known as Brunswick Corporation, then 
renamed Argyle Medical Industries after one of the 
Sherwood Medical divisions.

Sherwood Medical Industries Ltd made 
disposable plastic medical equipment, 
such as hypodermic syringes, medical 
tubing and catheters, in their 
Ballymoney factory from 1966 -2009.  1970s

1980s

In 1969 employment doubled to 256 after a 30,000 sq ft 
extension was added to the original 20,000 sq.ft factory 
to supply needles, syringes and spinal needles to the USA. 
As a result of a 40% increase in exports in their first two 
years, Sherwood Medical were awarded the International 
Export Association’s Gold Award in December 1969.

Governor of NI, Lord Grey presented Managing Director 
William Bennett with the Queen’s Award to Industry in 
June 1972. 400 people were now employed, manufacturing 
a range of Monoject single use sterile needles, disposable 
syringes, silicone tubing and disposable gloves. Albert 
Sherrard was appointed Manager in 1976.

In April 1981 Secretary of State Atkins toured the factory and 
President of the Institute of Mechanical Engineers, Oscar Rath 
visited Sherwood in October 1987. By 1983 Sherwood had built 
eight separate extensions on the Ballymoney site.

1960s

Sherwood Medical Industries Ltd staff members.
Courtesy of Ballymoney Museum.

Below (Left -right) Production Operators Claire McClelland, Wendy Robinson, Foreperson Agnes Connor, 
Production Operators Michelle Hanna and Siobhan Dixon at Sherwood Medical Factory, Ballymoney.


