
The inaugural 
meeting of the 
Gaelic Athletic 
Association 
(GAA) takes place 
at Hayes’ Hotel, 
Thurles, Co. 
Tipperary on 1st 
November.

1884
A new trophy, 
the Liam 
McCarthy Cup, 
is presented to 
the winners of 
the All-Ireland 
Hurling 
Championship. 

1923

The rules of 
hurling and 
Gaelic football 
are published in 
the ‘United 
Ireland’ 
newspaper on 
7th February.

1885

The rules for 
Camogie are 
published, based 
on hurling and 
played by 
women.

1903

The GAA 
celebrates its 
125th 
anniversary with 
an array of 
events to mark 
the year.

2009
The first 
recorded football 
game in Ulster 
under GAA rules 
takes place in 
Ballyconnell, Co. 
Cavan.

1886

All-Ireland Finals 
move to Jones 
Road. 

1896

All-Ireland 
Championships 
are launched. 
Commercials, Co. 
Limerick win the 
football and 
Thurles, Co. 
Tipperary win the 
hurling.

1887

Jones Road is 
officially 
purchased by 
the GAA and 
renamed Croke 
Park.

1913

H-shaped goals 
introduced.

1907

The Antrim 
County Board is 
established.

1901

‘Bloody Sunday’ 
– On 21 
November, the 
British army 
open fire on the 
crowd and 
players during a 
football match 
between Dublin 
and Tipperary.  
Fourteen people 
are killed. The act 
was in retaliation 
to the IRA killing 
of British agents 
earlier in the day.

1920

The All-Ireland 
Hurling 
semi-final 
between 
Kilkenny and 
Galway is 
broadcast live on 
the radio, the 
first broadcast of 
a field sport in 
Europe.

1926

The Sam Maguire 
Cup is introduced 
and awarded to 
the winners of the 
All-Ireland 
Football 
Championship.

1928

The All-Ireland 
Football final is 
held outside of 
Ireland for the 
only time in the 
competition’s 
history. Cavan 
defeated Kerry at 
the Polo Grounds, 
New York.

1947

Down win the 
Sam Maguire and 
become the first 
team from 
Northern Ireland 
to win an 
All-Ireland trophy.

1960

Camogie pitches 
and team 
numbers are 
increased to the 
equivalent in 
men’s sport.

1999

The All-Ireland 
Club 
Championship 
introduced.

1971
The 
redevelopment of 
Croke Park is 
completed. It is 
the fourth largest 
stadium in 
Europe.

2003

Rule 42 which 
prevents sports 
other than Gaelic 
Games from being 
played at GAA 
venues is 
temporarily set 
aside to allow the 
Ireland Rugby and 
soccer teams to 
play games at 
Croke Park while 
Lansdowne Road 
is being 
redeveloped. 

2005

The 
Inter-Provincial 
Railway Cup 
tournament is 
launched.

1927
Cavan are the 
first Ulster team 
to win a senior 
All-Ireland title, 
the Sam Maguire 
Cup.

1933
Casement Park is 
opened.

1953

Gaelic Athletic Association
A brief history
On 1st November 1884, Michael Cusack met with six other men at Hayes’ Hotel, Thurles, Co. Tipperary and formed the 
“Gaelic Athletic Association for the Preservation and Cultivation of our National Pastimes”.
 
Since then, the G.A.A. has become one of the world’s most active amateur sporting associations, with over 2500 affiliated 
clubs and schools and Gaelic games played on five continents.
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