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b F r. ‘A Tale of a Boy who Lived during The Holocaust 1
i-'". ¥ Steven Garth Callaghan Q.P:M. | \
« Kanada - The possessions and precious belongings of the Jews transported to
#°  Auschwitz-Birkenau were left in the train carriages and on the ramp'as their
owners were quickly put through the selection prqcess.-‘When the selection
process was complete, a work group of prisoners called the ‘Kanada Kommando’
* & collected the belongings of victims and took them tothe “Ka 1ada’ warehouse
| .« facility for sorting and transporting back to Germany. 1o pr_isl ers Ganada wasg . .
; country that symbolised wealth. They, therefore, gave the ir’onitl: name Kanada 5 &R 50
@ < (the German spelling of Canada) to the warehouse area as it was full of . . | (S s1910ng the
possessions, clothing and jewellery. =% B iy 9. It ’ o _..I:__i’l;%{am‘ea’ lo
-. r " - - e == :,__l‘;ars of pain byt lears of joym ) ' :_ e S W
My prayers were broken by the shouting, we were told to strip off our clothes and run yound. the | -, 4, A realised thay my grandf z‘/ze. R e SR
yard. We were then put into groups. ‘I hat was the last tune I saw my father or bﬁgjﬁ"ers. 4 ' ' &E IR s dieam and T had RS ' | | | ol
managed a brief conversation with my grandfather, he told mg [ had beend gogd boy and . N il . L wondered i my gran dfather had
Sfollowed God’s e 7 ' ) S0ldier ever existeq? Had he i, 5 v
Commandments. He said that when I next saw my mother I was to insiruct her to gwe me husy | ¥ WLE .. R | S lienches of the Somme? [ noyy 2;;2@

medals. He asked me to take care of them, he said-goodbye and hobbléd off to stand in a line, hg | . b O _.,frﬁ’fg//fed about, was not the bromised ] of mlk and hongy
_ | . g T 15¢

. . . - : e = A . and th .
had been excused from running due to-his war wounds. f _ W - tnto. T here way nothing hese but misory at God had delipereq me and my Jamuly
| tng kaim? Wags there

Whilst I was sad at being separated from the vest of my_family my sadness was tinged with f, | N '-F Somelhing better waiting forth Sy and death, was Gog les
happiness that I was now an explorer and starting a new adventure! The group'l was in were | o M day and 1 be reunted v, 02 celo passed the e L could only pray for a b
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marched to the back of the camp this was the fiyst time I had seen the flaming chimneys wzﬁﬁk@ fia ! At Some point one of-1he me ZZJZ:Z JZZZ.Z)’-

l dense black smoke I thought we must be near the altar as the smell of burnung flesh was

; stronger. We were taken"into a ‘block, there were lots of people running about, then I noticed the
" strange men wearing stripped uniforms pushing carts and undoing the luggage cases.

R f [ asked one*of the guards at the block ‘where are we?” he replied, ‘you are in Auschwitz Camp
8 *_-'_._you are one of the lucky ones, you are in Canada’ I was dumb struck I was i Canada. I had

-

£ -| _}l "

B ulfilled my promise to God and my grandfather, I was in Canada.
Z t was not what I was expecting, where were the snow-capped mountains? Where was the clean
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G J atr? All L epuld smell was thestench of burning flesh. VWhere were the running rwers? AZZF sa
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I; : SWclothes, even gold teeth, everything was sorted into ples.

W 8 hie suards were victous, they were drunk ang gave out-beatings for any reason, no reason.
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