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In the Wake of Colmcille… 

…and beyond 
           Some personal recollections 

 

 

 

   

John Logan 

 

        Sculpture of Saint Columba 
(Colmcille) in St Columb’s Park, 
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Early History of the  Currach Colmcille 
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“Behold Iona! 

A blessing on each eye that seeth it! 

He who does good for others 

Here will find his own good redoubled 

Many-fold!” 

 

Att Colmcille 

 

North Channel – Tyree. 

Iona 

London Derry 

Portrush 
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On board “Island Fisher” out of 
Portrush en route to Iona to row 
Currach Colmcille back to Ballycastle. 
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“Shakedown” row - Iona to Staffa, 

 

The Abbey where we received 
hospitality and where we took active 
part in a Service. 
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    No problems on the Garvellachs… but, on the Crinan Canal, dreech weather and …midges .. 

                                   

Farewell to the canal – and the midges ….?         Last stop before ,  
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Ballycastle – good job well done! 

       

 

 
1963 

      A voyage worthy of considerable admiration. 

                                            . 
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         Fittingly, off St Columb’s Park.         Looking equally good on the open sea. 

                                                                             

 1963 route       1963 currach 

 

2023  

John G Connolly 

Back row, right.  
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Form +functionality = class     Awaiting new “skin”. Classic lines    

          and design shown to good effect. 

        

 

      

 

Colmcille crew camp at Marazion, 
Penzance, strategically located near 
the Station Bar. 

 

Both crews hosted on St Michael’s Mount by 
Lord and Lady St Levan for night before Channel 
crossing. 

News of Joey Dunlop’s death received. John 
Hamilton piped a lament on castle battlements. 

Currach launched at Penzance 
and rowed to Marazion. 
Excitement tempered by the 
discovery that outboard motor 
had been taken by someone who 
thought they needed it more 
than we did …. 
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Departing harbour at St Michael’s Mount – passage of 34 hours awaits us … 

 
       

 

 

 

 

Marazion fisherman Joe, with his 
fishing vessel Ros na Riogh 
escorted both currachs across the 
Channel – another good job well 
done. 
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Brest 2000 

      

                   
   Brest Maritime Festival      

 

  

  

The Channel is a very busy seaway … 

Brest 2000; granite vessel – not 
much  freeboard…. 

Very much a talking point. 
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          In Breton waters: Currach Colmcille and crew looking good. 

 

 

 

 

 

Off Brest 

Hosted by Community Group, 
Pontanezan, Brest 
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JL with Isabelle Monbureau, one of the 
founders of the Breton Maritime 
Heritage Group, Au Marche de Cranou, 
and a tour de force both on the water and 
ashore. 

A wonderful colleague. 

 

 

In Breton waters with leeboard  

working hard.  

Next vessel in line is Breton  

Currach St Efflam. 
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Douarnenez Maritime Festival 

                                 

 “Towards Another Shore” 

           In May 2001 JL represented CCMHG at this symposium in Dournanez. 

Currach Colmcille had overwintered in Douarnenez Maritime Museum and was given an airing 
on Baie de Douarnenez during the event. Tim Severin. Principal Speaker at the symposium and 
author of the Brendan Voyage, accepted an invitation to pull an oar and was impressed by all 
aspects of the currach 

 

                                                      

 

Douarnenez campsite: 
very pleasant but … 
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                                           Towards Galicia, July-August 2001. 

The title for this voyage was chosen judiciously …. We not only voyaged towards 
Galicia but … we got there! 

    
      Nearly there – after a voyage of 

      some 3,200 km…. 

 

          

        Not tranquil but exhilarating! A great sail into Ile de Groix but we paid a price…. 
 

Douarnenez 

 

           Pasaia 

           Vigo 

Few waters in the world have as 
many lighthouses per sq km as 
have those of Britanny. They are 
much needed.  Fortunately this 
passage was reasonably tranquil. 
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Heavy following seas caused our steering gear/starboard to buckle. Fortunately Skipper Ivor 

is as skilled in welding as he is in leading a crew. 

 

 

 

 

                                    

Bassin d’Arcachon 

Damaged outer skin meant a trip to M. Bricolage for several tins of bitumen which was used 
to waterproof the hull after the tears had been patched and sewn. 
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St Jean de Luz: last port of call on the French (Basque) coast. 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

Passaia – impressive entry to the port!   Passaia: imposing location and Basque stronghold! 
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        Welcome to Passaia! 

 

      Traditional Basque welcome 

 

     Sandrine had been on van duty 

 

Welcome to a Basque microphone… 
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                 Heading west for Finisterre, the Atlantic and A Costa de Morte….. 

A Costa de Morte (Finisterre to Vigo) 

 

 

                            

 

              

          

             All is well – sailing south along Costa de Morte. Warm, following breeze … 

 

             

                John’s pipes help us celebrate another great day on our southward leg. 



 

Pa
ge

20
 

        

Can it be ….Vigo   ? 

 

          

 

 

   Getting the currach to Vigo was one thing. Getting it home was another… 
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Peace between person and person, 

Peace between kindred, 

       Peace between neighbours. 

      The peace of Christ above all peace. 

Att: Colmcille 
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Pa
ge

27
 

 

 

 

                          

    Ever wondered what success and relief look like…?  
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St Columba’s Voyage 
      Ballycastle – Iona - Portrush: June 2003 

This voyage was the fulfilment of a dream. The dreamer was an American-Scot named 
Donald McCallum from Maryland who wished to lead a number of his fellow US citizens 
on a pilgrimage from Northern Ireland to Iona and there to commemorate the mission 
work of St Colmcille. 

.  

Donald’s enquiries led him to the CCMHG and to Robin Ruddock who, after much 
discussion, agreed to skipper the Currach Colmcille to and from Iona. Donald’s 
colleagues would, after training, be “crew” but some experienced CCMHG oarspeople 

 would be aboard also. 
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           Departing Ballycastle – in good order. 

 

 

Catching tide off Fair Head 
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At Corrymeela before departure.      Phyllis. Who had travelled with land crew, 

           lending a hand on Easdale Island. 

 

Iona 

 

 

 

Easdale 

 

 

 

 

Gigha 

 

 

Campbelltown 

Ballycastle 

Portrush 
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            While on the Gigha leg of our voyage and awaiting  

the passing of a storm, 

we visited a Columban site on the mainland 

near Portpatrick. On returning to Gigha we 

                                                discovered that the currach’s mooring line had 

broken and that the craft was on the rocks. 

Robin, Jim and I extricated the boat and 

wrestled it to the beach. Repairs were necessary.. 

 

                  

        So, what’s happening? 

 
Inspecting the damage…. 
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From the outside…     …to the inside – then out again …. 

 

     

Afloat again. Rounding Mull – no leaks! American crew, and Irish Stroke, comfortable 

with the situation.        

   

CCMHG flag still flying proudly. 
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Not close even to 3 Star  

accommodation but very welcome none 
the less …. 

            

United States crew making currach  

   shipshape – under supervision? 

               

           Irish Oaks planted on Iona. 

 

 

Not at all in bad shape – well…. 
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           A memorable moment, especially for Donald. 
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    Navigating Peace July-August 2003 

         

               
All quiet at Portrush Harbour      …….and ….. 

This was a 7 week circumnavigation of Ireland 
involving the Currach Colmcille and the Basque 
Whaler Amerikatetik. 

A major aim of the project was the promotion of 
peace and reconciliation 
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#         

 

        …. then they were gone, next stop Lough Swilly. 
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Owey Island West Donegal – a beautiful spot as long as there is no East in the wind … 

 

                             

 

Ireland  
Portrush – point of departure and arrival 
 

Some of the ports 
and piers at which 
the flotilla stopped 
on Navigating 
Peace 2003. 

Lough Swilly 

Tory Island 

Glencolmcille 

Inver 

Killala 

Achill Island  

Struthan 

Kilrush 

Dingle 

Rosscarberry 

Cork 

Portrush  

Ballycastle 

Glenarm 

Donaghadee 

Ardglass 

Carlingford Dun 
Laoire 

Rosslare 

 

Arrows indicate  

direction of travel. 
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           North Mayo – impressive geology… 

 

                           
 

Out of Achill. Wind astern so leebard redundant.          And, if the wind’s not on your back, put your back into it. 
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              All’s well – have a cup of coffee…. 

 

 

                

Rosslare – heading North. Reception on board   Rosslare accommodation. 

Irish Navy vessel Grannuaile. Endless supply of 

Irish Malt … 
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Entry to Strangford Lough.     Very strong incoming tide 

 

        

Leaving Donaghadee with badly depleted crew but we made it to Glenarm where   
reinforcements appeared. 

 

               

Out of Ballycastle heading home, Nearly home – off the Skerries having 
last crew lunch. Now, round Reviggerly  

and along the “back of the hill.” 
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       Home – one very happy couple.        Two very happy crews and their supporters. 

 

Navigating Peace demonstrated the manner in which The Causeway Coast Maritime Heritage 
Group was fostering peace and reconciliation 

Colmcille and the Basque Whaler, Amerikatetic, visited some 34 ports on their 7 week 
voyage. In a number of these meeting were held with community groups. Discussion sessions 
were also held. 

As a result of this project the crews were invited to a reception held by Irish President 
Mary McAleese at Aras an Uachtarain in Dublin. 

The two maritime heritage groups agreed to organise a similar type of project, in Spanish 
waters and involving the same vessels, in 2005. 

 

        

   

 Aras an Uachtarain, Dublin, December 2003. 
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         Most of the Basques had flown in for this event. 

                 

 

                       

                             

  President Mary McAleese was the most pleasant, hospitable and interested of hostesses. 
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2005: Voyage from Vigo to Passaia involving Colmcille and Amerikatetik 

 

 

 

                      

Final leg of the voyage upstream to Gernika. Shortly hereafter our Basque guides led us up 
the wrong branch of the river…. 

 

                            

 

Four intrepid mariners. having driven 
down from central France to Passaia, are 
now awaiting a train which, they hope, will 
take them to a meeting with Colmcille 
somewhere along the coast of North 
Spain… 

The exploration of many tracks and 
sidings of the N Spain Narrow Gauge 
system was interesting but tiring…. 

Liason successful.  

Crossing the bar at Mundaka and 
heading upstream to Gernika, a 
city almost obliterated by 
Franco’s air force. 



 

Pa
ge

44
 

 

 

        

 

   

I thought I heard the old man say: 

“You’re some we’ans, let’s get 

 under way!” 

 

Catching the (very) early morning 
tide to help us back to Mundaka 
and the Bay of Biscay. 

Enjoyable and worthwhile stay in 
Gernika but accommodation left 
something to be desired: sleeping 
on a gymnasium floor, faulty 
toilets, one tap (cold water) to 
service crew of Colmcille …. 

Back on Biscay and heading East 
towards San Sebastian and 
Passaia. 

Great sailing weather and a banana 
bap – what more could one want…? 

   Vigo             Gernika   Passaia 



 

Pa
ge

45
 

Media – well, sort of … 

    

    

   “Eireann is Alba” - RTE    Off Reviggerly Point, Portrush 

 

      

  “Blood of the Irish” RTE  R Boyne currach on Carlingford Lough 
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“Seven Ages of Britain” (BBC David Dimbleby) 

             Iona once more …  “Have my oar, David …” 

                     

 

 Sound of Iona. 

 

       

“Thanks, David …” 

 

 

 

 

 

    Of Columcille 

“I myself will sit down at the helm’ 
It is God’s own son who will give 

me guidance, 

As he gave to Columba the mild 

What time he set stay to sails.” 

From: Carmina Gaddica 
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Celia fiddles, Kate whistles while Orla, David, Jane, Ivor, Sandrine and Dan set the pontoon alight with rather 
nifty dance steps,,,,, (Foyle Maritime Festival) 

 

 

                           

South side of Mull – white-tailed eagles spotted. Heading downstream in the Bann estuary:  
Moville-bound. 

 

                                 

     

                     Somewhere in Galicia ….. 
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Fast forward to 2013 when, as 
European City of Culture, London 
Derry hosted “The Return of 
Colmcille.” 

This pageant featured St 
Colmcille’s battle with the sea 
monster he had first encountered 
on the River Ness. 

Needless to say, the bold Saint 
gained the day, his judiciously 
aimed flares transforming the 
flaming creature into graceful 
swans …. 

An estimated 25,000 spectators 
watched the encounter – perhaps 
they were, in fact, awaiting the 
fireworks  display…… 
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Enough said …. 
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 “Author” 

 

      
  

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1947 in Grey Seal at Port       1955 in “wee green boat”                  2003 Galicia   

an Dhu, Portrush        on Port Lough, Dunfanaghy              Costa de Morte 

Phyllis, whose introduction to 
Colmcille was a mere pull 
southward down the Galician 
coast. This resulted in her 
becoming  an accomplished 
oarsperson and a valuable crew 
member. 

It was a pleasure to have shared 
so many sea miles with her. 

Ivor, who skippered Colmcille on 
most of my voyages. A highly 
skilled seaman, a great organiser 
and a fantastic leader of people. 



 

Pa
ge

52
 

                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

Exceptional Colleagues. There are numerous others with whom I had the pleasure and  

privilege of rowing Colmcille. Let this be my tribute to them: “They’re some we’ans!  What 
are they ….? 

 

Robin, another inspirational figure. 
Excellent seaman whose knowledge of 
and love for the sea are exceptional. 
The inspiration and driving force 
behind the Colmcille project. 

Frank, the highly creative, 
industrious and successful Chair 
of CCMHG during the years of 
major expeditions. A marvellous 
companion  afloat and ashore. 


