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As the majority of dancers were in their teens and early twenties they did not e / oy g
drive, or could not afford a car. It was common for dance promoters to arrange T — | e /ﬁ sl
buses to collect dancers from the surrounding towns and villages and return we | B HEER

them after the dance, for a small additional cost.
Strand Ballroom licence for 1966. courtesy Bobby Platt

collection. Bobby said, ‘The dancers are getting more
time for their money on Friday evenings, as on a
Saturday the dance hall closes before midnight,

“ while on Fridays it opens until 2am.” Courtesy Coleraine

Chronicle, 5 February 1966.
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Newspaper advertisements for the Strand Ballroom with details of

transport arrangements.
Courtesy Coleraine Chronicle, 2 February 1963, 15 December 1962.
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Dances at the Strand Ballroom and Limavady Agricultural Hall were
advertised in the local newspapers, Coleraine Chronicle and
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Northern Constitution, as well as the Belfast Telegraph. Colourful -~ v
. Dancers queuing for the Royal Showband in February 1963.
flyers and programme booklets were produced to inform patrons Courtesy Bobby Platt Collection.
of upcoming appearances. On arrival at the dancehall, even with a
ticket bought in advance, queues could be long. 13 157
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By 1967 adverts for the Strand Ballroom mentioned that ‘proper N e ANNU{% DANCE
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dress’ was required, and that the dress code of being ‘clean, neat,
E BACHELORS | THORSOAY 2ars, June joes

and tidy’ would be enforced. The ‘'modern’ style ot clothing with TH _
shorter, sleeveless dresses in brighter colours for ladies, and slim-fit DR‘FTEZS . The Plattoumen MUS’%..B)’
tailored suits and shirts with skinny ties for men became more ek i LB e T sy AaTma
popular than the pastel colours and full skirts of the early 1960s. N5 rursday, 2nd April
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Courtesy BObby dairkait v Appearance of the New 12 Piece
Jim Farley Showband
With Sineing Stars Terry Mason & Danny Pearse

9 - 2 o TICKET 6/6 Relief Band

Attraction : Selection of Co. Derry Fire Service Queen

Advert from Coleraine Chronicle, 4 November 1967, showing
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modern dress was acceptable at the Small Faces

performance, as they were one of the most influential mod =
groups of the 1960s. Unfortunately, this performance, and
the rest of the Small Faces’ dates in Ireland were cancelled
due to singer Steve Marriott being taken suddenly ill.

Advert for the Strand Ballroom with dress code as ‘clean, neat
and tidy.' Courtesy Coleraine Chronicle, 2 December 1967.

STRAND BALLROOM, Portstewart

This SATURDAY, 2nd DECEMBER, 8-11-45. 6/6.
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STRAND BALLROOM, Portstewart

SATURDAY, 4th NOVEMBER-

CREAM | SMALLFACES |~ TOM E. KING =< RAYDOTS

PLEASE NOTE:

NEXT SATURDAY - BREAKAWAYS.

Please note that only those over 16 years, of neat, clean and tidy appearance, will be

admitted and we reserve the right to refuse admission at all times.
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(ONLY APPEARANCE IN NORTH-WEST) Only those tidy and properly dressed will
be admitted to all dances. Modern dress —

permitted. The Management reserve the

% AISO Playboys ShOWband right to refuse admission on all

occasions.




