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408 AN UNKNOWN COUNTRY. 

I think, even the Violet-the most learned 
amongst us-had very vague ideas about it. 
Should we at.tack it by land or by sea 7 

" B y  sea is best, and then you can row 
first to the caves, which are very fine," said 
a visitor who, in response to a letter of in-
troduction, had appeared at nine that morn- · 
ing, and soon turned from a stranger into a 
friend. " I  should advise you to start at once 
-- i t  is a calm clay" (alas, his notion of " a  
calm day," and ours, we found afterwards, 
did not quite coincide). " Y o u  may not 
get such weather again. How soon can you 
be ready 7 and I'll find you the best guide I 
can-John King-he knows everything, and 
everybody knows him." 

Shortly John King stood at the door, cap 
in hand ; a shrewd- looking, intelligent Irish-
man, elderly but not old, wiry and weather-
beaten. 

" Sure, ladies, it's a beautiful day, and I've 
got ye a good boat-and I'll take yez down 
to the landing-stage in no time." 

The landing-stage-our artist has sketched 
i t - w a s  a flat, smooth rock at the foot of a 
steep desGent, ending in one of the many 
small bays that indent the coast. 11-e had it 
all to ourselves, for the hotel was nearly 
empty-as it had been, \Ye hem·d, from the 
time the Belfast riots began-and the little 
handful of tomists - who come by rail and car 
for a "day out," rarely appear before noon. 

The waves ran gently in and out of this 
peaceful, sheltered cove; so we entered 
gaily one of the boats lying there-good, 
strong, heavy-oared boats, looking as if 
accustomed to be much knocked about by 
the waves, as in a few min1ites more, they 
certainly were. 

I am no geologist, and when John King 
began to dilate on basalt and limestone, 
strata and formations, I felt exceedingly 
·small. So did the Bi-own Bird, and so dso
did the "Wild Irish Girl-in spite of her 
"hitherto proud position among the castles and 
graves of her (ornfathers. The Violet alone 
was· equal to the occasion. 'vVe left her to 
sustain conversation, and admired silently
Portcoon cave--wbere a hermit giant, who 
bad vowed to eat no food from human hands, 
was fed by seals, which bi-ought it to him in 
their mouths; and Dnnkerry Cave, four hun-
dred feet long by sixty feet high, and only 
approachable by water, not habitable, there-
fore, even by giants. It.s solemn black basalt
walls, against which great hillocks of water
slowly rose and fell, according to the measure 
of the waves outside, gave one a strange sense 
of the power of the sea, and the utter power-
lessness of petty man. 

By and by, our heavy boat began to toss 
like a skiff on the huge rollers that came 
tumbling in from the Atlaiitic. And when 
the Bird quoted gravely a verse from an 
anonymous poem 

"Tl1ere·s a sort of an up-and-clown motion 
On the brnast of the troublesome ocean, 
Which giYes me a shadowy notion 

'l'hat I ne,·er "·as meant for the sea," 

we all coincided rn heartily that J obn King's 
proposal to '· take the long course" and row 
round the Pleaskin, was decidedly negatived. 
I fear he despised us ; but we wern coritent 
to be despised. 

vVhat he mm:i; ha,e thouzht of our learn-
rience ,n h "Huxley and 

Tyndall," as he famili;,.rl: called them, we 
dared not speculate. "IT" e onl :-- inquired 
respectfully ·what the:=:e shining lights had 
talked about ,Yhen the - nsited the Giant's 
Causeway. 

"'Deed, ma'am." said John. with a twinkle 
of his shrewd eYe. ·' the ,  didn·t s,1s much. 
Ye see. the, wa red to ;et  as mucl{ out of 
me as thei could, and I -wanted to get as
much as I couirl our or them. Sure, them 
profes-ors is ;nuch the :c:ame as eYerybocly 
eLe. to my thin.king. I tu.k out the British 
..:\.ssociation some :~ears ago. There were 
everal boatfuls, an' I sho1,ed 'em eYery-

tbing, but they didn't say much. It was a 
middling fine clay ; though not so calm as 
this one." 

Calm indeed ! We did not contest the 
point, but only hoped the British Association 
had enjoyed itself. 

But now for one explanatory word in the 
humble way in which alone I dare offer it 
to readers possibly as ignorant as myself. 

For one thousand square miles on the 
no1·th of Ireland there extends a sheet of 
basalt, varying from ten to a thousand feet 
in thickness. I t  is a sort of volcanic lava, 
,,hich must have been poured out, molten, 
uncounted ages ago. To --rnlcanic action is 
also ascribed the curious fact that when this 
:heet of basalt nears the coast it become;; 

columrnu· in character. Fair Head, Bengore, 
,he Pleaskin, are promontories composed. of 

enormous pillars, which at Port-na-Spania-a 
1ittle bay so named because one of the 
Spanish Armada went to pieces there-slope 
gradually down to the sea, forming a 
perfect causeway, which may possibly extend 
right under the sea to the opposite coast 
of Scotland. On the 1islands of Staffa
and Iona the same formation reappears, 
giving rise to the legend that it was made 
by Finn JVIcCoul, the Irish giant, out of 
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