Community and Crown

The visits of Queen Elizabeth II.

The King, Queen and Princess Elizabeth
arrive at Eglinton in July 1945.
Photo courtesy of Imperial War Museum.

On 25 May 1949 the
Princess returned with
her husband Philip, Duke
of Edinburgh. Again, they
stayed at Hillsborough
Castle, visiting Belfast City
Hall to receive the freedom
of the city. The Royals also
visited the Balmoral Show.

1945 Princess Elizabeth
visited Northern Ireland with
her father, King George VI,
and mother twice before her
reign. Her first visit was on 18
and 19 July 1945, aged 18.
She accompanied the King
to Stormont, Belfast City
Hall, Queen’s University and
Botanic Gardens. While at
Stormont presenting Honours
List awards, the King spoke
to Lance-Bombardier David
McKenzie of Ballymoney,
who had lost both legs during
service in the Middle East.

Princess Elizabeth said in
her speech, ‘The warmth
of an Irish welcome, the
loyalty which the very
name of Ulster recalls,
the sight of your great 5
factories and shipyards –
all these in their different
ways remove any thought
of separation, and make
us feel as much at home
in your midst as in any
other part of the United
Kingdom.’
Northern Constitution
20/05/1949.

On 2nd August the Queen
flew into Aldergrove for a
brief 3 hour visit to launch the
new Southern Cross liner at
Harland & Wolff. The Southern
Cross was the first merchant
vessel to be launched by a
reigning monarch.

The Queen and Duke of
Edinburgh visited on 4-5th
July to open the £2million
Queen Elizabeth Bridge. On
route from City Hall back to
Hillsborough, the Royal car
was hit by a brick on Great
Victoria Street hitting the
radiator of the Queen’s car
and denting the bonnet and
a beer bottle was thrown
at the procession of cars in
Donegal Square south.

On 29 June 1991 the
Queen visited Northern
Ireland for the first time
in 14 years. She flew
into Aldergrove and was
taken by helicopter to
Army headquarters in
Lisburn, accompanied
by secretary of state
Peter Brooke. Royal and
Regimental Colours were
presented to four of the
nine battalions.

The next visit was on 9
March 1995 accompanied
by the Duke of Edinburgh,
the Queen opened the
£89m Lagan Bridge, and
walked among the crowd,
the first time she had
done this since the start
of the Troubles. Later
at Hillsborough castle,
Mary Irwin, a cook from
Ballykelly Primary School
was awarded an MBE by
the Queen.

On 12th April the Queen
visited to honour the
Royal Ulster Constabulary.
Security was very tight as a
bomb warning was phoned
into a Belfast newsroom
that morning, later
discovered to be a hoax.
At Hillsborough Castle
1,500 invited RUC officers
and families attended
as Constable Paul Slaine
received the George Cross
from the Queen on behalf
of the Force.

To celebrate her Golden
Jubilee the Queen visited
Northern Ireland for three
days 13-15 May 2002,
accompanied by the Duke
of Edinburgh. City status
was conferred on both
Lisburn and Newry in a
ceremony at Hillsborough.

The Queen and Duke
visited again on 8
December 2005, with
the Duke visiting the
Belfast headquarters of
the Duke of Edinburgh
Award Scheme. The
Queen and Prince
also visited Belfast
Central Mission,
recipient of the Queen’s
Award for Voluntary
Service, chatting with
volunteers and clients.
In Hillsborough the
Queen officially opened
Downshire Primary
School, speaking to
staff and pupils, seeing
their CS Lewis inspired
shoebox wardrobes
and planting a tree.
The Queen also briefly
met with Irish President
Mary McAleese at
Hillsborough Castle.

On arrival at Lisneal College
in Derry/Londonderry on
6th March 2009, after visiting
Lisneal College the Queen
visited Altnagelvin Hospital to
tour the new £33million south
wing. Eimear Doherty, a liver
transplant recipient presented
the Queen with flowers, and
in the maternity ward the
Queen met new arrivals, while
the Duke visited patients
receiving cancer treatment.

The Queen and Duke
of Edinburgh visited
the University of Ulster
Coleraine campus for
the 30th anniversary, the
Queen had previously
opened the Coleraine
campus in 1977.

At Hillsborough Castle a
reception was held for
members of the Grand
Slam winning rugby
team, and Captain Brian
O’Driscoll commented,
‘I think the players
from the Republic
understand what the
Queen means, as much
as the northern players
do to the southern
players when they meet
Mary McAleese. So it’s
a reciprocation and an
understanding and it’s
another opportunity to
be patted on the back,
so that can’t be a bad
thing.’ Belfast Telegraph
08/05/09.

In 2011 the Queen made an
historic visit to Dublin, staying
at Farmleigh, the official Irish
government house, for three
nights. A bomb threat near
Buckingham Palace by the
Real IRA a few days previously
meant that security around
the visit was heightened,
as it was the first state visit
of a British monarch to the
Republic.

The Queen visited Northern
Ireland for the 21st time
from 23 to 25 June 2014.
Deputy First Minister Martin
McGuinness had a private
audience with Her Majesty
at Hillsborough Castle,
which was his third meeting
with the Queen. The Queen
and Duke travelled to
Coleraine to take part in a
service commemorating
the centenary of the
outbreak of the First World
War and all those who lost
their lives.
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On 15 November 2001
the Queen and Duke
of Edinburgh flew into
Northern Ireland for
a one-day visit. In the
morning they opened
the new Maydown
Ebrington Centre in Derry/
Londonderry, and after
lunch met with Secretary
of State John Reid, First
Minister David Trimble,
and Deputy First Minister
mark Durkan.

On 26 February 2003 the
Queen and Duke flew into
Belfast City Airport and
travelled by limousine
to open the £30million
Laganside Court buildings,
with the Queen unveiling
a commemorative plaque

In London a large concert
was held with Stevie Wonder
and Elton John performing,
then the Queen set light
to the national beacon. It
had been hoped that 2,012
community bonfires would
be held across the UK to
celebrate the Jubilee, but the
numbers registered exceeded
this. Sixty beacons were lit
across Northern Ireland,
including a beacon on top of
Slieve Donard lit by the Fields
of Life charity. The historic
handshake with Martin
McGuinness happened in the
Lyric Theatre. Christopher
Moran, chairman of Cooperation Ireland liaised with
the Queen’s representatives
to organise the event. It was
reported to be the second
time the Queen and Martin
McGuinness had shaken
hands, the first being a private
event, and the media put
emphasis on Her Majesty
wearing a green coat and hat.

On 27 August 2016 the Queen
and Duke of Edinburgh
arrived for a two-day visit.
The Royals flew by helicopter
to Giant’s Causeway, where
they were greeted by Lord
Lieutenant Joan Christie, for
a tour of the visitor’s centre.
After lunch at Royal Portrush
Golf Club the Royals boarded
a steam train at Coleraine
station to recreate part of
the historic trip made on the
1953 coronation tour. At 30
Bellarena station the Queen
officially opened two new
station platforms, with Chief
Executive of Translink Chris
Conway presenting a framed
photograph of the train.

On 19th March, The Princess
returned to Belfast, sailing
from Scotland.
At Belfast City Hall Princess
Elizabeth met around 150
representatives of the Ulster
Girl Guides’ Council and 50
members of the Women’s
Section of the British Legion.
One of the British Legion
members was Mrs O Stewart
of the Macosquin branch.

On Tuesday 2nd June 1953
Queen Elizabeth II was
crowned at Westminster
Abbey. Celebrations were held
across the Borough over the
Coronation weekend.
1st-3rd July 1953 Coronation
tour of Ballymoney, Coleraine,
and Downhill via Royal train.

On 8 August there was much
excitement over the live
BBC broadcast of the arrival
of the Queen and Duke of
Edinburgh at Carrickfergus
by yacht Britannia for a twoday visit. Princess Anne and
Prince Charles travelled with
their parents and were taken
sailing on Strangford Lough
by Sir Richard Pim, retired
Inspector-General of the
R.U.C.

Royal Yacht at Portrush,
13th August 1977.
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The Royal train.

Courtesy of the Alex Blair Collection,
Ballymoney Museum.

The Queen celebrated
her 25th anniversary
Silver jubilee in 1977,
with a tour of the UK and
Commonwealth. The Royal
Yacht Britannia sailed into
Belfast Lough on 10 August
and overnight sailed up
the Causeway Coast with
30,000 people watching
ashore.

On 11 June 1993 the
Queen again flew into
Aldergrove and was
escorted to Hillsborough
Castle in a helicopter
by Northern Ireland
Secretary Sir Patrick
Mayhew. The Queen met
150 local school children,
and then attended a
garden party in the Castle
grounds.

On 11 June 1997 the
Queen and Duke of
Edinburgh met Secretary
of State Mo Mowlam and
travelled by helicopter to
Dungannon. The Royals
met 60 children from 14
different local schools, all
involved with the crosscommunity Speedwell
Project. The Queen then
returned to Hillsborough
for a garden party, with
charity representatives
and couples celebrating
their Golden Wedding
Anniversary.

On 6 October 2006
the Queen visited the
Province for the final
parade of the Home
Service of the Royal
Irish Regiment, after 36
years. There were 9,000
in attendance, and 300
soldiers paraded, the
Queen met wheelchair
bound veterans and
mingled with guests
over lunch.

The Queen and Duke arrived
at Hillsborough late on 18
March 2008, and hosted
a reception to celebrate
the 100th birthday of the
Territorial Army, with around
300 soldiers, veterans and
guests in attendance. The
Queen spoke to 24 local
soldiers who were preparing
to serve in Afghanistan, and
TA members injured in the line
of duty. The Queen and Duke
travelled to Queen’s University
to meet Lord Lieutenant Lady
Carswell and Mary McAleese,
and unveiled a stone in the
Black and White Hall of the
Lanyon Building.

On 19 October 2010 the
Queen and Duke returned,
flying into Belfast City Airport
and being greeted by Lord
Lieutenant Dame Mary
Peters, and Secretary of State
Owen Paterson. The first
visit was to the UTV studios
to launch UTV’s new highdefinition channel, then back
to Hillsborough Castle for
Action for Children NI’s 10th
anniversary celebrations
with around 100 guests. This
was followed by a black-tie
dinner with representatives
of Northern Ireland’s business
community.

In Bushmills the Queen
unveiled a statue of Robert
Quigg, who was awarded
the Victoria Cross for
conspicuous bravery.

