Dr John Moulden, commissioned by Coleraine Museum, completed a research project to discover more about Sam Henry’s life, work and interests. This work was funded by the Northern Ireland Museums Council and Coleraine Borough Council.
John’s report highlights the importance, relevance and scope of the collection. 
Sam is best known for his ‘Songs of the People’ series which ran in the Northern Constitution between 1923 and 1939 and which is considered “the largest and most influential folksong collection from Ulster. It is irreplaceable; no equivalent anthology could ever be gathered again, and it contains much of interest to social and local historians as well as to performers.”
 Sam’s work as a Pensions Officer allowed him to form friendships with an older generation who enjoyed sharing their stories and songs with him. It was this that enabled him to build such an extensive collection. This compilation of songs is supplemented by photographs, stories and correspondence of people who sang, played or recalled their songs for Sam. 

Sam purchased his first camera in 1906 and from then on he photographed family, friends, people he visited through work, gravestones, churches, monuments and houses among other subject matter. He didn’t only take photographs in Coleraine but across Ulster in Moneymore, Rathlin, Omagh, Armagh, etc…  Sam’s photographs are a visual record of a period which has become a distant or forgotten memory for many. Their value is enormous. 
Sam used his lantern slides to illustrate lectures which he gave across Northern Ireland to various groups including - churches, women’s groups, Boys Brigade, Rotary Clubs etc; to Field Clubs; and to troops in camp during Second World War.
 These lectures were on different topics and had various titles including - ‘Field Work’, ‘Adventures of a song hunter’, ‘Folklore of Northern Ireland’, ‘My Camera and I’ and ‘Birds’
 – they often included jokes, stories and music as well as images.

Radio broadcasting allowed Sam to bring his songs, stories and knowledge to a wider audience. “Broadcasting in Ireland started on 15 September 1924 with the first activity from the BBC (British Broadcasting Company) – Radío Éireann was not established until 1926. In the light of this, Sam Henry’s involvement in both was as a pioneer.”
 Sam’s first broadcast was in May 1925 and his final in late 1945 or 1946.
 He often, during these broadcasts, was accompanied by singers, including James McCafferty and Harriet Brownlow, and musicians such as fiddler, James Kealey. The broadcast topics ranged in subject - Ulster’s Heritage of Song’ series, to the ‘Undiscovered Ulster’ series, the ‘Provincial Journey’ series (a broadcast for this series was made from Coleraine) and ‘Another Rathlin Island Story’.
 The programme - “Old Customs and Legends of Ulster" by Sam - was broadcast to 200 radio stations in North America in 1937.
Sam corresponded with many significant figures, including – 
· John Masefield - Poet Laureate 
· GB Newe - Northern Irish Roman Catholic Unionist politician
· Louis Walsh - Lawyer, political activist and playwright 
· George Shiel - Irish dramatist
· Mat Mulcahy - Pseudonym for Guy Wilson, raconteur and broadcaster
· Donal Ó Suilleabháin - Clerk to the Irish Senate and Secretary of the Irish Folk Song Society, editor of Journal of the Irish Folk Song Society
· Seán Ó Suilleabháin - Archivist of the Irish Folklore Commission, University College Dublin
· JH Delargy – Director of the Irish Folklore Commission and Professor of Folklore at University College, Dublin
· WB Yeats - Poet and Playwright

· Compton MacKenzie - Scottish writer

· Helen Hartness Flanders -  A recognised authority on folk music in New England and the UK 
· Alan Lomax - American folklorist and ethnomusicologist
His correspondence includes letters from friends, family and acquaintances and is still to be fully explored.
Sam began writing at an early age, writing stories for his family and friends, and he began publishing articles in local and regional papers from around 1923. These articles range in subject and mostly focus on local places and people. His photographs appear regularly in the Northern Constitution up until 1939 and in the Coleraine Chronicle there after. Photographs also feature in editions of the Derry and Antrim Yearbook. Articles appear in the Belfast Weekly Telegraph and occasionally in Northern Whig, Irish News, Irish Independent, Derry Standard, Mid-Ulster Mail and in various Magazines, including Ulster Parade, ‘Day-break’ and Daily Sketch.
 As well as his articles Sam published several books of local interest. These include A Hank of Yarns, The Story of St Patrick’s Coleraine, Dunluce and the Giant’s Causeway, Tales of the Antrim Sea Board and Ulster Folk Tales. Sam was editor of ‘North Antrim’ (Robert McMullan, Portballintrae) and Rowlock Rhymes (ed. and illustrated by Sam Henry with photographs.) and contributed to Harry P. Swan’s books.

In later life Sam dedicated much of his time to family history research and frequently received queries from North America. Sam had connections with Helen Hartness Flanders and a collection of songs that he presented to her are now in the HHF Collection at Middlebury College, Vermont. 

Sam had many diverse interests outside work and was an active member of the community. He was elected to the Belfast Naturalists Field Club in 1907, was a Fellow of the Royal Society of Antiquarians, President at a time of the Route’s Naturalist Field Club, Chairman of the Coleraine Music Festival Association, founder member of the New Row YMCA, a Sunday School Teacher, Elder of New Row Presbyterian Church, Boys’ Brigade Officer, member of and later President of the Coleraine Rotary Club, a Councillor (1939 – 1942), and a member of the Ulster Tourist Board. He belonged to a prominent Coleraine family and was the youngest of five sons – his brother, William was town clerk of Coleraine, Robert, principal of the Model School, James, vice principal of the Hon. The Irish Society’s Primary School, and Tom, a Civil Servant. 
� Lunney, Linde ‘Henry, Samuel (Sam), Dictionary of Irish Biography from the earliest times to the year 2002 edited by James McGuire and James Quinn, Royal Irish Academy and Cambridge University Press, 2009
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