SOME OF THE NAMES FROM 1718

Settled in Londonderry, New Hampshire

Robert Gilmore and his wife, Mary Ann
Kennedy, from Coleraine, with their children
William, Robert, John and James.

Abraham Blair, from Aghadowey, a veteran
of the Siege of Derry, and his children David,
Hannah, Sarah, Lydia, Jenet and Mary.

James McKeen, from Ballymoney, and his
family. Janet McKeen, the widow of John
McKeen, his brother, with her children John,
Robert, Samuel and Mary.

James Gregg with his wife, Janet Cargill, and
children William, John, Samuel, Thomas and
Elizabeth.

John Dinsmore from Ballywattick, near
Ballymoney, a mason by trade.

John Morrison from Aghadowey, who was
reputedly 108 years old when he died in
1736, with his wife, Janet Steele, and children
James, John, Halburt, Martha, Samuel, Mary,
Joseph and Hannah.

Settled in Massachusetts

Matthew Watson and his wife, Mary Orr,
from Coleraine, settled in Leicester, with their
children Matthew, Samuel, Patrick, Robert,
Elizabeth, Margarette, John and Oliver. Oliver
was born on the voyage to America.

Robert Blair and his wife Isabella Rankin, in
Worcester, with their children Matthew, David,
John, Sarah, Dolly, William, James, Robert,
Elizabeth and Joseph. Robert was the nephew
of Abraham Blair. Robert’s older brother,
William, and his wife, Mary Gray, also travelled
to America. William Gray, Mary Blair’s brother.
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~ Map of Nutfield 1723
Courtesy of Sam Henry Collection, Coleraine Museum

» Frontimage courtesy of American Antiquarian Society
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a journey from the

Bann Valley
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« From A New Map of Ireland by John Senex 1720.
© Houses of the Oireachtas, Dublin Castle Archival Material Collection
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Coleraine — N 55° 07.984 W 06° 40.566
Dunboe — N 55° 09.622W 06° 48.624
Magilligan — N 55° 01.482 W 06° 57.882
Macosquin — N 55° 04.994 W 06° 40.732
Somerset — N 55° 06.839 W 06° 39.903
Aghadowey — N 55° 01.801 W 06° 38.974
Garvagh — N 54° 58.719 W 06° 41.299

Boveedy — N 54° 56.755 W 06° 36.511
Kilrea — N 54° 56.993 W 06° 33.241
Ballymoney — N 55° 04.152 W 06° 30.681
Billy — N 55°10.898 W 06° 29.798
Dunluce — N 55°12.453 W 06° 34.674
Ballywillan — N 55° 11.284 W 06° 38.035.

At Kilrea and Ballymoney use nearby public car
parking.

Additional information to support your journey is
available at www.niarchive.org

Please exercise caution and be aware of traffic
conditions at all times.

1- Coleraine

Coleraine was the departure point of several of the
five ships carrying emigrants from the Bann Valley
in 1718. Rev James McGregor preached a sermon,
possibly on the bank of the River Bann, before they
embarked. Rev Robert Higginbotham, the minister
of Coleraine Presbyterian Church, was one of the
nine ministers who signed the petition to Governor
Shute, although he did not go to America.
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~ THE OLD BRIDGE AT COLERAINE, ERECTED 1716
Courtesy of Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council

2 - Articlave / Dunboe

Nearly 40 families, accompanied by their minister,
Rev James Woodside, left Dunboe seeking a

new life. They walked to Londonderry where they
boarded the McCallum and set sail for Boston,
arriving in the summer of 1718. In January 1720
Cotton Mather wrote “poor Mr Woodside, after
many and greivous callamities in this uneasy
country, is this week taking ship for London.” Rev
Woodside’s son William remained in Brunswick.

3 - Magilligan

James McGregor was born about 1677 in
Magilligan, overlooking Lough Foyle and Donegal.
During the Williamite wars the McGregors, like
many other families, sought refuge in Londonderry.
The young James McGregor is said to have fired
the cannon from the top of St Columb’s Cathedral
signalling the breaking of the boom by the
Mountjoy.

4 - Macosquin

Rev William Boyd, the minister of Macosquin, was
entrusted by the Presbyterians of the Bann Valley
to take the petition to Governor Shute of New
England. It is thought William Boyd may have been
the son of Rev Thomas Boyd who was the minister
of Aghadowey before James McGregor. Mr Boyd
returned to Ireland in 1719 and was appointed
minister of Monreagh Presbyterian Church, Co.
Donegal, in 1725. He died in 1772 and is interred in
Taughboyne Parish Church.

5 - Somerset

Andrew and Jane McFadden are thought to have
travelled with Rev James Woodside’s group on the
McCallum. They settled at Merry-Meeting Bay and
Andrew thought the area “was like a place called
Summersett on the Ban Water in Ireland” and he
gave it the name of Summersett. The couple also
called their daughter Summersett after their home
in the Bann Valley.

6 - Aghadowey

Rev James McGregor, minister of Aghadowey,
along with many members of his congregation, left
the Bann Valley in 1718, arriving in Boston in early
August. Some of his party founded the settlement
of Nutfield, and Mr McGregor was their minister
until his death in 1729.

7 - Garvagh

Rev James Woodside is recorded in some sources
as the minister of Garvagh. This may have been
prior to his service in Dunboe or he may have
served both congregations.

8 - Boveedy / 9 - Kilrea

Rev Matthew Clarke, a veteran of the Siege of
Derry, was the minister of Boveedy. He travelled
to America arriving a few weeks after the death
of his friend James McGregor. Rev Clarke, age
76, became the next minister of Nutfield, later
marrying Mr McGregor’s widow. He served as
minister of Nutfield until his death in 1735.

- 1778 MAP - TO
COLERAINE BY ANTRIM

Courtesy of Causeway Coast
and Glens Borough Council

10 - Ballymoney

James and John McKeen were wealthy merchants
in Ballymoney and are believed to have financed
the ships to take the Bann Valley emigrants in
1718. James McKeen was the brother-in-law of
Rev James McGregor. John McKeen died just a
few weeks before they were due to leave but his
widow and children went to America.

11 - Billy / Bushmills

There was a Presbyterian congregation at Billy

as early as 1646 when Rev Jeremiah O’Quin was
ordained there. Sometime after Mr O’Quin’s death
in 1657 the Presbyterians left Billy and moved their
meeting-house to Dunluce.

12 - Priestland / Dunluce

Rev John Porter of Dunluce was one of the
ministers who signed the petition to Governor
Shute. The Patterson family left Priestland, Dunluce
and settled in Nutfield, later Londonderry, New
Hampshire.

13 - Ballywillan

Rev James Thompson, one of the nine ministers
who signed the petition to Governor Shute, was
ordained to Ballywillan in 1718. Robert Houston,
another of the ministers who signed the petition,
is believed to have been the son of Rev William
Houston of Ballywillan.



