The Politics of Conflict

1914-1916 Project

WORKSHEET 2

RECRUITMENT: NEWSPAPER SOURCE EXERCISE

Using a number of articles on the subject of recruitment taken from local newspapers published in 1914, this exercise
encourages you to study the primary sources below and answer the following questions associated with each source.
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1) Accordingtothe article, how many nationalists were enlisting
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Derry Journal, 18 September 1914

4) Now that you have read the newspaper article and answered a series of questions. Is this article wrote from a unionist
or nationalist opinion? Circle below.

UNIONISTOPINION OR NATIONALIST OPINION
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:’MAGNIFIGENT RESPONSE ‘

20,000 REGBUITS FB.OM .
"THE PROVINGE '

HOBTI{EBN LIHE BEGI]IENTB'

A GALLD'US SHEEB.

It {n regrettable to find - ﬂmt the . U]lbar
division of Kitchener's Army is the. subject of.
persistent misrepresentation in Radical and
Nationalist papers. Every effort {s being
made to minimise its strength and to distort
the position as regards recruiting in Ireland.
Ulster is content to wait till the War Office
issues the figures when the divisions are com-
pleted. The Director-Gerneral of Recruiting
has not published -figures since the 15th inst.,
on which date the number of men who had
enlisted in Ireland was 20,419, or 0.93 of the
male population, compared with 2.79 for Scot-
jand, 2.41 for Yngland, and 1.4 for Wales
Two-thirde of this total was contributed by
Ulster, which up-to-date has the ecredit of
having ralsed eighteen infantry battalions, a
record which is not approached by any pro-

1

yinos in Ireland

Larne Times and Weekly Telegraph, 3 October 1914
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5)

What does the author of the article suggest nationalist
newspapers were publishing regarding the Ulster division?

6)

How many men from Ireland had enlisted by October 1914?

When compared to the levels recruitment in Scotland, England
and Wales, how would you describe the level of recruitmentin
Ireland?

How many infantry battalions had been raised by recruits from
Ulster?

Mid-Antrim .
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Now that you have read the newspaper article and answered
a series of questions. Is this article written from a unionist or
nationalist opinion? Circle below.

UNIONIST OPINION OR NATIONALIST OPINION
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FISEEVISTS LEAVING DALLYCASTLE. FIVE OF THE MEN BELONG TO THE T.V.F, AND THE OTHER TWO TO
FHE NATIONAL YOLUNTEERS. LIE UTENANT AINSWORTH, RN, 15 ON EXTEEME 1 GHT

Larne Times and Weekly Telegraph, 15 August 1914

10) The previous two newspaper articles are clearly swayed by political opinions. The photograph on the left, was
published in the Larne Times and Weekly Telegraph in mid-August 1914. The photograph shows reservists leaving
Ballycastle. Whatisinteresting about these reservists and what does this show? Why does the photograph highlight
that this group of men are from different backgrounds?

GROUP DISCUSSION!
Now that you have studied the primary sources, in groups discuss your answers with your classmates but also consider why

recruitment was such a controversial
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