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The Story of

James McCrory
by
his granddaughter,
Peggie Murray (nee Alexander)

James McCrory was born in Portstewart in 1865, the son of Samuel McCrory, a policeman
who is mentioned in “Ebb & Flow” by Hugh Kane.
James emigrated to Australia in 1888, married an Australian girl, Mary Lawson and together
they ran a General Store, first in Melbourne Victoria, then Queenstown Tasmania.

He eventually returned to Portstewart in 1912 with his wife and two daughters, Nellie &
Lottie, the latter my mother who married Moore Alexander.

He built two houses in Victoria Terrace and named them Melbourne House and Tasmania
House intending them for the two daughters.

However, he eventually sold the houses and bought property in the Main Street,
“Portstewart House” & some other old buildings. Portstewart House was rented by a Miss
Norris for many years. The old buildings were demolished (I think they were old boarding
houses) and he built the present shop and two other shops which were rented out to the
Northern Bank and Wm Reville, Chemist. | think this was in the early 1920’s. And he also
built the “Cinema”.

He built the shops with a veranda, in the early Australian style, with iron lacework on the
poles. |think they are still there.
The shop had 2 entrances which were connected by an archway. One side was the grocery
shop, and the other, managed by my Australian grandmother, sold fruit, vegetables and
confectionery. She was very artistic, and dressed some lovely windows.
James died in 1947, and my mother Lottie Alexander inherited the shop. She eventually
divided the two sections with partitions, rented out one side to Robert Lynas, grocers, and
ran the other as a newsagency and fancy goods business.
She eventually sold the shops to Mrs McWilliams and returned to Australia.
When my husband & | visited Portstewart in 1975 Mrs McWilliams was very kind and
showed us around the building and her lovely shop...and all the changes that had been
made. | looked up my 1975 diary and | had written that our visit to Mrs McWilliams was one
of the highlights of our trip!
My aunt who owned the Big House sold it to (I think) Mrs Leonard, who built The Fashion
Shop. | don’t know who bought the Northern Bank & Revilles.

Hope this is of some assistance!
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John McCrory
Brother of James

John McCrory emigrated to Australia some years before James, and also ran General Stores
in Victoria and Tasmania.

He had a store in Queenstown, (as did James) — he also returned to Portstewart, about 1914
I think, and bought some land near Central Avenue known as Watt’s Gardens. He lived in a
cottage there and named the property “Queenora Gardens”. He had lived in Queenstown
Tasmania, a copper mining town, hence the name — “Queen,”and “ora” for the ore.
Queenora Ave probably named later.

After John died the property was sold to developers and houses built there, probably in the
1930’s.




